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Use Best Practices 



Show the Data 
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Implied Impulse Response Functions for Different Caseloads
(Percentage change in caseload)
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Show the Data 



Gordon Hanson, Journal of Economic Perspectives, Spring 2012 

Reduce Clutter 
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Integrate Text and Graphics 

Social Security Advisory Board, Aspects of Disability Decision Making: Data and Materials, February 2012 



Integrate Text and Graphics 



Use  
Appropriate  

Tools 



Excel 
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If your tool doesn’t let you 
create the visualization you 
want, get a different tool. 



Do the figures in this report 
illustrate its main points? 



What should the reader learn 
from the figure?  



Is the figure understandable 
outside the confines of the 
report? 



The purpose of visualization is 
insight, not pictures 
            -Ben Shneiderman 
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